Short history of
CRETE

Neolithic Period (6.000-2.600 BC) 

Known history in Crete starts during the neolithic ages.Recent excavations (especially in Eleftherna) have demonstrated the existence of various small communities during that period. 

Minoan Period (2.600-1.100 BC) 

The Minoan civilisation is probably the biggest reason Crete is known. The Minoans established a naval empire in the Mediterranean during this period. During this time, art and science flourished. Their civilisation vanished abruptly, the most probable explanation being that the sudden eruption of the volcanoe in Thira (Santorini) created huge tidal waves that swept away all traces of civilisation.
After that, the invasion of the Acheans and later the Dorians marked the end of the Minoan period.

Dorians (1.100-67 BC) 

The Dorian years were marked by the first appearance of iron tools, and the deterioration of the Minoan Empire to various city-states. 

Roman Period - First Byzantine Period (67 BC-824 AD) 

Crete was occupied at 67 BC by the Romans. Gortys, became the capital of the province of Crete. Crete, becomes part of the Byzantine empire from 325 AD to 824 AD and is converted to Christianity. 

Arab occupation (824 -961 AD) 

The Arabs occupied Crete, and founded the city of Chandax (Heraklion). The city was liberated by the Byzantine emperor Nikiforos Fokas at 961 AD. This marked the beggining of the Second Byzantine Period of Crete which ended at 1204. 

Second Byzantine Period (961-1204 AD) 

Crete becomes again part of the Byzantine empire. 

Venetian occupation (1204-1669 AD) 

At 1204, during the Fourth Crusade, Constantinople falls to the Crusaders. Crete was sold to the Venetians. In the years that followed there were numerous unsuccessful attempts by the Cretans to liberate the island. After the fall of Constantinople to the Turks (1453), artists and scholars from all parts of the former Byzantine empire fled to Crete. Arts and science flourished again, with the biggest representative of this renaissance being the painter "El Greco" (Domenicos Theotocopoulos) who was born in Crete but actually spend most of his life in Spain 

Turkish occupation (1669-1898 AD) 

Chandax, falls to the Turks in 1669. This occupation lasted until 1878. During these years the Cretans organised numerous revolutions that were always put down by the Turks. Finally, in 1898, with the intervention of the then Great Powers, Crete was declared an autonomous state. 
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Independent Crete (1898-1913 AD) 

Crete remained autonomous until 1913 when it united with Greece. 

1913 - today 

Crete was the last stand off of the Allied forces in Greece during the Second World War. The Cretans paid dearly (like most of Greece) for their resistance to the Axis forces. Whole villages were burned down (Kandanos being the most known one).
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Echoes of the
Minoan ages

Mythology gives a big insight to the relationship between the Minoan civilization and the civilizations of the other Greek city-states that were rising during the end of the Minoan era. The two short myths that follow are not just stories, but also provide valuable hints to the real historical facts of the times. 

The myth of Minotaur 

Minos, who was the king of Knosos ,was the son of Zeus and Europe.
One of Minos's brothers, Sarpidon ,was the king of Gortys but he wanted to usurp the throne of Minos. Minos said that he was the chosen by the Gods to be king of Knosos , and to prove it, asked Poseidon (the god of the sea) to send him a bull to sacrifice. Poseidon did that, and everybody believed that Minos was right.
Minos however felt that the bull sent by Poseidon would improve his own stock, so he sacrificed another one and kept the one sent by the god.
Poseidon decided to punish Minos for this sacrilege by making his wife , Pasifae, fall in love with the bull. The offfspring of the union of Pasifae with the bull was, appropriately, a monster that ate human flesh, with a bull's head and a human body, Minotaur.
Obviously, the Minotaur, was not someone that Minos liked to have running around in his palace, scaring (and sometimes eating ) his guests. So he locked him in a labyrinth constructed by Daedalus.
In order to deal with Minotaur's weird tastes, Minos forced the Athenians, who have killed his son Androgeo, to send him fourteen young Athenians (seven male and seven female) every year to serve (as) dinner for the Minotaur.
Theseas, the son of the Athenian king, asked his father to let him be one of the fourteen to go to Crete. When they arrived , Minos daughter, Ariadne, saw Theseas and felt in love with him. So, when her father threw Theseas to the Labyrinth, she helped him kill the Minotaur, and escape. 

The myth of Dedalus and Icarus 
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Another myth related to the one above is that of Dedalus and Icarus. Dedalus was a famous Athenian architect/engineer that Minos invited to Crete to build him a Labyrinth. When Dedalus finished, Minos jailed him in the Labyrinth. Dedalus however, build two sets of wings using wax and feathers, one for himself and one for his son Icarus, and they flew off Crete. During the flight to Athens Icarus ,happy from flying, decided to challenge the sun. He flew too high and the sun melted the wax that kept his wings together. Icarus fell in the Aegean and died. The island Icaria is named after him.
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Geographical information 

Crete is one of the 13 regions of Greece. It is the biggest island in Greece and the second biggest (after Cyprus) of the East Mediterranean.
It lies at the Southern Aegean Sea and at the crossroads of three continents Europe, Asia and Africa. Crete covers an area of 8.336 sq.kms. The length of the island is 260 km, but the shore-length is 1.046 km. The biggest width is 60 km from the Dion cape to the Lithinon cape, while the smallest is 12 km and is called "isthmus of Ierapetra". A high mountain range crosses the island from West to East, formed by three different groups of mountains. 
To the West the White Mountains (2.452 m), in the middle the mountain of Idi (Psiloritis-2.456 m) and to the East the mountain of Dikti (2.148 m). These mountains gifted Crete with fertile plateaus like Lasithi, Omalos and Nidha, caves like Diktaion and Idaion cave, and gorges like the famous Gorge of Samaria. 




The Island has a long history that goes back to the Neolithic times. It is however known for the Minoan civilization the flourished from 2600 to 1100 B.C. The island is full of relics of the Minoan ages the most famous being the palaces at Knossos and Faistos.
Crete is divided to four prefectures: Chania, Rethymno, Heraklion, Lasithi. The capital of the island is the city of Heraklion. 


Population-main activities 

The population of the island is approximately 540.000. 

Prefecture
Chania
Rethimno
Heraklion
Lasithi
Total
Population
133.774

70.095

264.906

71.279

540.054
Percentage
25%

13%

49%

13%

100%
The most dynamic sector of the cretan economy is tourism. The excelent climate of the island, the beautiful landscape along with the remarkable tourist resorts, attract as many as 2.000.000 visitors every year.
Crete is also known for the quality of its agricultural products that , due to the good climate, are produced all year around.These include olives, grapes, tomatoes, potatoes, oranges etc.
Stock breeding has traditionally played, an extremely important role to the life of the Cretans, and still does. In the Cretan plateaus sheep and goats are bred for their milk,wool and meat. The Cretan cheeses ,especially Gruyere, and "athotiros" are famous for their quality and distinctive taste. Another occupation for quite a few Cretans is fishing (..obviously). Although the quantity of fish in Crete is limited the quality is generally very good. 
There are several "spin-off" industries involved with the packaging and shipping of these products.Other industries operating on the island are involved with excavation and processing of marble, production of plastics, farming machinery etc..
There are two higher education institutions in Crete, the University of Crete with schools in Heraklion and Rethimnon and the Polytechnic of Chania, based in Chania.
Heraklion is also the base of the Foundation for Research and Technology-Hellas one of the most important research organizations in Greece. The Foundation comprises seven research Institutes with five of them based in Crete (Biology, Computer Science,Applied Mathematics, Laser and Microelectronics, Mediterranean Studies) 

Employment density
%
population density
%
production

32,38

urban 

42,47

processing/packaging

17,59

suburban

12,26

services

54,78

rural

45,27

total

100

total

100



Climate 

The climate in Crete is temperate.The atmosphere can be quite humid, depending on the proximity to the sea.The winter is failry mild and tolerable. Snow fall is practically unknown to the plains, but quite frequent in the mountains. During summer, average temperatures are in the high 20's-low 30's (Celcius). Probably the best time to visit Crete is spring and autumn. 

Month 
Air temperature
Sea temperature 
Month 
Air temperature
Sea temperature 
January

12.3

17.1

July

26.4

24.2

February

12.5

16.2

August

26.4

24.8

March

13.8

16.9

September

23.6

24.4

April

16.8

17.9

October

20.3

22.5

May

20.4

20.0

November

17.2

19.6

June

24.4

22.3

December

13.9

17.4


Historical Weather Data for Iraklion 

Nature 


There are 2000+ different plant species in Crete with approximately 10 % being indigeneous in the island. The Cretan flora is especially rich in herbal and pharmaceudical plants like origano, thyme and labdanum . Indeed ,quite a big percentage of these are collected ,dried and sold to the local market and abroad. There is also an amazing variety of flowers in Crete, like tulips, cyclamen, orchids etc. [image: image6.png]Origanum Dictamnus



Due to the climate and the land terrain the blossoming period lasts for more than 6 months (March to September). Finally Crete is the northern point on the globe where certain African trees are encountered , like cedar and palm . 

Crete has also a varied fauna. There are certain subspecies of animals that are indigeneous only in Crete, like the local wild goat, kri kri, and the Cretan tree frog. There are also various birds from a number of subspecies of the common hawk, to the grey heron. Finally, the sea life is fairly varied, and certain beaches in the south of the island offer protection to the caretta-caretta (sea turtle) during its reproduction period. 

Transportation 

PORTS 
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Crete has two of the most important ports of the East Mediterranean Sea, the port of Heraklion and the port of Chania (Souda). The island is connected with mainland Greece and quite a few of the Aegean islands, Europe and the rest of the world with a large number of passenger ships (ferry-boats) and freighter ships. 
The two ports play a significant role in effectively supporting the efforts of Crete to be an important commercial center in the Mediterranean. At the Heraklion port a project to improve and extend the facilities infrastructure has already begun. . There are also two smaller ports in Rethymno and in Agios Nikolaos. 



AIRPORTS 

There are two international airports operating in the island in Heraklion and in Chania. The island is connected with most of the airports in Greece, many European countries and Cyprus, with regular or charter flights.Companies that operate regularly on these airports are Olympic Airways, Air Greece, and Transavia (with direct flights from Amsterdam to Heraklion). Air traffic during the summer months increases quite a bit (the Heraklion airport had approximately 120 plane arrivals per day during the summer months of 1995 ) 

Heraklion airport, 1995 statistics: 

Airplanes

Passengers

Mail

Merchandise

Arrivals

14.856

1.834.636

153.208

4.503.600

Departures

14.858

1.874.160

104.565

428.510



ROADS 

The main road in Crete is the national road that follows the north seashore of the island from East to West. This is a fairly good road that handles most of the traffic of the island. The rest of the roads range from smaller asphalt roads to all kinds of dirt roads . 

Education Research & Technology 

The educational system in Greece consists of the following stages: 

Primary School
6 years (obligatory)

High School
3 years (obligatory)

Lyceum
3 years

University
3-5 years

In Crete public and private schools offer education from the primary school to the Lyceum. For anyone who wants to continue his/her studies there are public Higher Technical schools (TEI) offering HND level diplomas, and two Universities, the University of Crete with schools in Iraklion and Rethimnon, and the Polytechnic of Crete based in Chania. These two schools offer undergraduate , graduate and post graduate cources on a wide variety of disciplines. The University of Irklion in particular, has close ties with the Foundation for Research and Technology-Hellas (FORTH) which is one of the top research centers in Greece and is based in Iraklion. 

Economy 

The economy of Crete which was mainly based on farming started changing visibly during the 70's. While there is a still an emphasis on farming and stock breeding , due to the climate and the terrain of the island, there is a drop in manufacturing and a big increase on the services industry (mainly tourism related). All three sectors of the Cretan economy (agriculture, processing-packaging, services), are directly connected and interdepended. Crete has an average per capita income which is close to 100% of the Greek average. Unemployment is at approximately 4%, half of that of Greece . 

Tourism 
Crete is one of the most popular holiday places in Greece. Fifteen percent of all arrivals in Greece, come through the city of Iraklion (port and airport), while charter flights to Iraklion were last year 20% of the total of charter flights in Greece. In sum more than two million tourists visited Crete last year. This increase in tourism is reflected on the number of hotel beds, which increased in Crete by 53% from 1986 to 1991 while in the rest of Greece the increase was 25%. 
Today the tourism infrastructure in Crete caters to all tastes. There is accomodation of every possible category , from large luxury hotels with all the facilities (swimming pools, sports and recreation facilities etc.), to smaller family owned apartments, to camping facilities. Visitors can arrive to the island through two international airports in Iraklion and Hania, or by boat to the ports of Iraklion, Hania, Rethimno and Agios Nikolaos. 

Agricultural Production 

Crete is one of the most fertile areas of Greece. Most of the land cultivated consists of small farms cultivating traditional products. Starting in the 60's, and due to the temperate climate of the island, there was a big increase in cultivating in greenhouses. The main products that are currently being exported in the Greek and international (particularly European) Market are: 

· Raisins (sultanas) 

· Wine is a traditional product of Crete, whose production going back to 2000 B.C.. This is demontrated by the remains of ancient vinification plants unearthed by archaeologists, the oldest being the one in Vathipetro close to the city of Iraklion. 

· Olives and olive oil. These have also a very long tradition of cultivation in the island. 

· Fresh fruit (mainly grapes, citrus fruits, tangerines, melons, water melons, kiwis, avocadoes and bananas). 

· Fresh horticultural products (mainly cucumbers, tomatoes, potatoes, pumpkins, egg-plants, pepers, beans). 

· Honey 

· Pharmaceutical and aromatical plants and herbs (oregano, dictamus, mint, thyme, laudanum). 

The Cretan agricultural products, after being processed, consist the main part of the exports of the island. Another big source of income for the farmers is stock farming. Crete has one of the biggest concentrations in Greece of goat and sheep kept for their meat, wool and milk.
The Cretan cheeses "athotiro" and Gruvyere are famous for their distinctive taste and quality. 

Industries 

The proccesing-packaging industries in Crete mainly process agricultural products, or manufacture products that support the agricultural production. The main export oriented sectors of the Cretan industrial units are involved with: 

· Bottling of table water. 

· Excavation and processing of marble. 

· Production of plastic-based materials (greenhouse coverings, water-pipes, packaging material, package film, raw materials for the industry). 

· Manufacturing of cultivating machinery (tillage and spraying machines). 

· Manufacturing of folk arts and crafts (leather products, ceramics, textile works, knitwear). 

There are also some export oriented enterprises in fields like car spare-parts, hospital equipment, orthopedic products, plant hybrids, biotechnology products, software products. These enterprises have taken advantage of the specialised knowledge of the scientists and technicians of the island. 

Trade 

Crete has a flourishing commercial activity. There are a lot of shops that cater to the tastes and demands of the tourists that visit the island every year. There is also the potential for cooperation with foreign companies , from companies whose products can get a high demand in the markets abroad. These include , but are not limited to, leather goods, jewellery, furniture, paints, building material and equipment, medical equipment.
Anyone interested in doing business in Crete should contact the Chambers of Commerce: 

· Chamber of Commerce, Heraklion (Finance, Industry, Services), tel: 0030-2810-229013, fax: 0030-81-222914 

· Euro Info Centre of the Heraklion Chamber of Commerce, tel-fax: 0030-2810-225730 

· Chamber of Commerce, Hania (Finance, Industry, Services), tel: 0030-28210-52329, fax: 0030-821-43195 

· Chamber of Commerce, Rethymno (Finance, Industry, Services), tel: 0030-28310-22214, fax: 0030-831-21086 

· Chamber of Commerce, Lasithi (Finance, Industry, Services), tel: 0030-28410-22231



Investments 

Crete's economy has a dynamic market future. Investments in Crete can be supported by the Greek State through the Law 1892/90 - Incentives for Investments in Greece.
For further information: Hellenic Industrial Development Bank S.A., tel: (01) 9242900, fax: (01) 9241513 
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